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	March 3, 2008 

DCDP Weekly Roundup 

Democratic news from Dallas County and beyond.
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Vote Tomorrow!


	
	 
	
Unless you are one of the record-breaking 120,000 Democrats in Dallas County who have voted early in this year's primary, then your last chance will be Tuesday, March 4, from 7 AM to 7 PM. This time you will have to go to your own local neighborhood polling place where you are registered to vote. As always, a few had to be moved for the primary due to repairs, etc. If you know your precinct number, you can find your Tuesday polling place at this list. If you don't know your number, find it at this page. 

The whole country is watching Texas, because this time we can make a real difference in the Presidential race. But don't forget there are several other contests in our primary. There is a list with contact info at this page. 
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We Still Need Election Clerks To Help Tuesday!


	
	 
	
Huge turnout = long lines = impatient voters = possible lost votes in November! And the lines will be huge, if we can't get some more clerks to help! If you can give either all day or even just a few hours to help sign in voters at the polls and give them ballots, you will speed up the process and leave all these excited Democrats with a lot better feeling about the party and our candidates. Please call the party office at 214-821-8331 and ask for Al or leave your number for us to get back to you. Your party needs your help! 
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Precinct Convention Information


	
	 
	
There is lots of useful information at this Precinct Convention How To.

Some other items that didn't make it on that list:

Precinct Convention 101 (a pdf you can download)

Precinct Convention Procedures (from San Antonio Democrats)

Frequently Asked Questions (from the Texas Democratic Party -- this includes the important information that you can't start the Precinct Convention until everyone has already voted, if they are still standing in line at 7:15)

Needless Battles And Bad Information (an important update about precinct convention chairs and taking ballots back to the county)

If you haven't done this before, you really should look over this NOW, and if you have any questions call us today (at 214-821-8331) or sometime during the day tomorrow. If you wait for 7:15 to call about something, the lines will probably be too clogged.

One suggestion: TAKE SOME EXTRA PAPER. If turnout is as huge as it looks based on early voting, you may run out of sign-in forms and have to start some new pages; if so bring them by the office and we can make the needed copies -- and please PRINT everything but the signatures. Thanks.

And finally, this important news:
You DO NOT need to bring your raccoon to your Texas convention/caucus. 
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Precinct Resolutions


	
	 
	
After the main business of the Precinct Conventions is over tomorrow night, you may then take up Resolutions. (You are not required to, and if everyone's tired, you can always adjourn and go home -- or to Watch Parties.) These can be on any of the usual topics and issues you find in party platforms. If passed they are sent to each Senatorial District Convention on March 29 to consider. If passed there they move up the ladder to the State Convention in June.

Resolutions can be written on the spot (if so make sure to include a written copy with the Precinct Convention minutes, stating which precinct it was passed in), but some groups have offered lists of suggested ones. The party isn't recommending or endorsing any of these proposals, but here are links to some we've been told about. If you like any of them, you can print out copies and take to your own convention. Or they may inspire you to write your own.

Burnt Orange Report (a list of 33, with more in comments)
Progressive Action Alliance (a list of 40, on topics from "Abolish the death penalty" to "worker rights")
Million Mom March (three on guns)
Equality Texas (against anti-LGBT discrimination)
Equality Texas (for safe schools) 
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After The Precinct Conventions


	
	 
	
When your caucus is over Tuesday night, you can go to the Watch Parties listed in the Upcoming Events below and have fun with other Democrats, or just go home and watch the results on TV. (Or you could drop by the party office, where some of us will be answering questions about precinct conventions while we follow the results here.) Needless to say, since those ballots are mostly NOT going to be turned in to the counties until the conventions are over, returns from Texas may be later than Ohio and other states.

On Friday there will be a Post-Election Analysis of the Texas Primary with our state party Chair and others, sponsored by the Dallas Democratic Forum, but reservations are needed no later than Wednesday; see the Upcoming Events below.

If you are chosen as chair of your precinct's delegation to the district convention, you will need to get your precinct's paperwork to the party as soon as possible (see the information in the precinct convention packet).

After the primary is over, there will be a lot of volunteer help needed with things like collating and entering the delegate and alternate names on lists, mailing and calling them to remind them of the district conventions, and helping set up the locations and do delegate registration and the other paperwork at those conventions. Call or email your Senate District Convention Temporary Chair (after Tuesday) and offer to help. The list is at this page. 
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In Memory: Luke Bradley and Dottie Kerbow


	
	 
	
District 16 SDEC Committeewoman Theresa Daniel reminds of two losses to the local Democratic community, beginning with "the passing of David Bradley's father, Luke Bradley. Without their families, many activists such as David Bradley would not be the people they are today or be able to rearrange schedules so that they can do the things they are able to do.

"Another great Democratic activist who died on February 26 was Dottie Kerbow. She was active with her husband Jay in County Party activities and a mainstay for the Park Cities/Central Dallas Democrats. Neither were out there leading the parade, but they talked with people about Democratic ideals and supported so many other people to further the goals of the Party."

David, now the DCDP Treasurer, is a longtime Precinct Chair and former candidate for Tax Assessor. His father's funeral is this afternoon at 2 at Christ United Methodist Church in Farmer's Branch. 
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Upcoming Meetings & Events


	
	 
	
(For the latest updates on local events, and links to more info about these, always check the DCDP website Calendar.) 

Monday, March 3: 

· Hillary Clinton Road to Victory -LGBT "The Dallas LGBT community is hosting an evening with Sophie B. Hawkins, Robert Gant, Bruce Cohen, and Ellen Greene." (6 to 9 PM, Station 4, 3911 Cedar Springs, Dallas; RSVP here.) 

· Obama Delegate Caucuses Voter Education Sessions Reservations required; call Texas Caribbean Cafe 214-485-7040 or Joan Bouldin 214-948-2004. (6:30 to 8 PM, TexasCaribbean Café, Southside on Lamar, 1409 South Lamar Street, Suite 011, Dallas)

Tuesday, March 4: 

· TEXAS DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY (7 AM to 7 PM, at precincts across the county; find yours here.) 

· DEMOCRATIC PRECINCT CONVENTIONS (7:15 PM, at local precinct polling places) 

· OBAMA WATCH PARTY (6:30 PM, Clipso Sports Grill, 7303 S. Westmoreland, Dallas) 

· CLINTON WATCH PARTY (8 PM, following the caucuses, at Metro Grill, 4425 N. Central Expwy., Dallas) 

· DALLAS COUNTY YOUNG DEMOCRATS WATCH PARTY (8 PM, Side Bar and Grill, 2100 Greenville Ave., Dallas)

Friday, March 7: 

· Post-Election Analysis of the Texas Primary with Boyd Richie, Chairman, Texas Democratic Party; Matthew Wilson, Assoc. Professor of Political Science, SMU; and Gromer Jeffers, Dallas Morning News; Moderated by David Griggs, SDEC. Presented by the Dallas Democratic Forum. 2008 Pat./Sust. Members -- Free; 2008 Regular Members -- $20; Non-members -- $30. Forum Membership for 2008 IS NOW DUE and may be paid at this event. RSVP Needed by Wednesday, March 5 to 214-855-7151. (11:30 AM Registration, 12 Noon Program, The Belo Mansion at Olive & Ross Avenues, Dallas)

Saturday, March 8: 

· Grand Prairie Democrats (10 AM, Avion Village clubhouse on Skyline, just east of the corner of Beltline and Skyline, Grand Prairie)

Sunday, March 9: 

· Lawrence King Memorial March The North Texas LGBT community, including Stonewall Democrats, will march in remembrance of a 15-year-old gay teenager shot in the head by a classmate in a California junior high school. Candles will be provided. (7 PM, Cathedral of Hope, 5910 Cedar Springs Rd., Dallas)

Friday, March 14 through Sunday, March 16: 

· Democracy for America Training Academy on campaigns for candidates, volunteers and precinct organizers; $60; for more information or to pay on line see this page (Townview Magnet School, 1201 E 8th St # 302, Dallas)

Saturday, March 15: 

· State Rep. Senfronia Thompson will discuss discuss her candidacy for Speaker RSVP to Michael Thomas at 214-403-8657 or email to pgroveson AT aol DOT com. (7:30 PM, The Iron Cactus, 1520 Main St # 101, Dallas)

Tuesday, March 25: 

· Democratic Town Hall Meeting Hosted by James Carville, with Senator Barbara Boxer and Senator Dick Durbin. Tickets are free and available from the Dallas County Democratic Party; call 214-821-8331. (6:30 PM, McFarlin Hall at S.M.U., 6405 Boaz Lane, Dallas)

Thursday, March 27: 

· Rep. Allen Vaught Campaign Kick Off Reception. Suggested contribution $100. (5:30 PM, Times Ten Cellars, 6324 Prospect Ave., Dallas)

Saturday, March 29: 

· Senatorial District Conventions in each state Senate district in Dallas County. To volunteer to help or to be on a committee, contact your district's Temporary Chair -- for a list see this page. (Starting times and places will be announced later.)

Friday, June 6 through Sunday, June 8: 

· Texas Democratic Party State Convention (Austin)

Monday, August 25 through Thursday, August 28: 

· Democratic National Convention (Denver)
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	Contact Information 
email: roundup@dallasdemocrats.org 

phone: 214-821-8331 

web: http://www.dallasdemocrats.org 




