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	January 7, 2008 

DCDP Weekly Roundup 

Democratic news from Dallas County and beyond.
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Drawing For Ballot / Planning For Conventions Starts


	
	 
	
This Thursday, January 10, at 6:30 PM, at the Communications Workers of America hall, 1408 N. Washington St., Dallas, there will be a meeting of the Dallas County Democratic Party Executive Committee. The main business will be drawing for ballot positions in the primary in contested races (including the Dallas County primary ballot for statewide races). This is open to the public to observe, but not participate. Candidates or their representatives may be present to draw for themselves.

The Precinct Chairs will then break into caucuses by State Senatorial Districts to choose temporary chairs for their District Conventions, and begin the process of organizing those events later this year. Your State Democratic Executive Committee members can tell you more about this process. If you aren't sure which district you are in or who your State Committee members are, call the party office at 214-821-8331. 
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Candidates Filed For Primaries


	
	 
	
We have a full slate of candidates filed for election (or re-election) to county-wide offices for 2008, and we've got most of the Congressional and legislative districts covered as well. The DCDP has a list posted with contact information, and websites and pictures if available, at this page. [It does not yet list two of our three candidates filed for Justice of the multi-county 5th District Court of Appeals. Besides Judge David Hanschen for place 6, the other two (who filed in Austin) are fellow Dallasites Don B. Chae for place 3, and Tina Yoo for place 8.] 

For statewide candidates, the Texas Democratic Party has a page with links to the various races at this site. [At this time it also misses the District Courts of Appeals races, although they are shown deep in an Excel file which we are unable to link directly to; try the "click here" on this page.]

The primary will be Tuesday, March 4. In Dallas County early voting in person will be from February 19th through the 29th. 
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Primary Contests


	
	 
	
The race for President may be over by the time it gets to Texas (though it doesn't look like that today!). In any case, we may not get a chance to vote on all of those candidates here, since Gravel didn't get filed in this state, and Kucinich's otherwise-adequate application was rejected under our rules because (unlike four years ago) this time he refused to sign the accompanying oath that he would support the nominee of the party. He has filed suit, so the courts will decide.

For U.S. Senator there are four contestants (see the link from the state party list above to find their websites). Rick Noriega is a State Representative who has been campaigning for months, and Ray McMurrey is a schoolteacher who got in the race some time back. The other two are the perennial do-nothing candidate Gene Kelly, and a fourth last-minute candidate who ran for the Republican nomination for Governor two years ago, and says he is running for President as well -- as a Republican.

In other statewide contests, there is a three-way race for Railroad Commission, between one of our former candidates, Dale Henry, a San Antonio councilman, Art Hall, and a disabilities therapist, Mark Thompson. For the Supreme Court, there are two contests. For place 7, Sam Houston faces Baltasar D. Cruz (who lost the primary here two years ago when he challenged incumbent Democratic Judge Sally Montgomery.) For place place 8, two Democratic Judges have filed, Susan Criss and Linda Yanez, but there were questions raised about the number of signatures on Yanez's fiiling petition, which her campaign believes have been fixed, but which may have to be determined by the courts.

Locally, there are several more primary contests, for: 

· U.S. Representative District 3 -- Tom Daley, Ronald E. (Ron) Minkow 

· U.S. Representative District 32 -- Dennis C. Burns, Stephen L. Love, Eric Roberson 

· State Representative District 104 -- Roberto R. Alonzo (the incumbent), Harry O. Trujillo 

· State Representative District 105 -- Jim Rea, Bob Romano 

· Dallas County Sheriff -- Lupe Valdez (the incumbent), Sam Allen, Pete Schulte, Roy H. Williams 

· Dallas County Tax Assessor-Collector -- Diana L. Lackey, John R. Ames, Norris "Stretch" Rideaux, Se-Gwen Tyler 

· Judge, 14th Judicial District Court -- Eric V. Moye, Gerald Livingston 

· Judge, Criminal District Court No. 2 -- Don Adams (the incumbent), Larry Baraka 

· Judge, Criminal District Court No. 3 -- Heath Harris, Gracie G. Lewis, David Jordan 

· Judge, Criminal District Court No. 4 -- John Creuzot (the incumbent), Hiram McBeth III 

· Constable Precinct No. 5 -- Jaime Cortes (the incumbent), Beth Villarreal, Ozumba Lnuk-X

Again, for local campaign websites, see this DCDP page; for statewide candidates, see this TDP page; for a listing of all (including the District Court of Appeals), see my site. If none of the candidates in any race gets a majority in the primary in March, there will be a runoff between the top-two vote-getters one month later. 
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Candidate Profiles


	
	 
	
We'd like to do those for the local contested primary races, but space is limited! Campaigns can email me a photo and a max of about 200 words (not counting a link to a web site) -- fewer would be even better! [If you don't have a scanner, bring a picture by the party office for me and I'll scan it.] We also can't do more than a max of three per week, so time is already running out! Email your material to roundup AT dallasdemocrats DOT org. 
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R.I.P. Jim Tyson -- Funeral Tuesday


	
	 
	
Jim Tyson, who was a Democratic Dallas County Commissioner from the southeast quadrant for twenty years, passed away last Thursday at 86. He won his first race (in the Democratic primary in 1964) against an incumbent by a mere four votes. That lead held up only because his attorney, future State Senator and Texas Supreme Court Justice Oscar Mauzy, got a court order sealing the voting machines. Back then, the county government was basically controlled by rabidly racist reactionaries who were widely believed to deliver machines with votes already cast on them. Tyson, an electrician and Bronze Star winner in World War II, made the first crack in the good-old-boy fortress, and began restoring government to ordinary people, symbolized by keeping his phone number listed in the book. He is survived by his wife, Thelma, of DeSoto, two children, five grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren, and is mourned by all who knew him.

Visitation is tonight, Monday, January 7, from 6 to 8 PM at Laurel Land Funeral Home, 6000 S. R.L. Thornton Freeway in Dallas. Funeral services will be Noon Tuesday, also at Laurel Land. Interment will be at 1:30 PM Tuesday at Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery in Dallas. 
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R. I. P. -- Gene Freeland


	
	 
	
Gene Freeland, a former Dallas County Democratic Party Precinct Chair, and a longtime officer with the local AFL-CIO, passed away January 2. He was very active in the labor movement, progressive causes, and Democratic campaigns for many years. Services have not been set (although a tentative date has been mentioned of January 19), or an obit posted. We will notify you when we have more information. 
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Upcoming Meetings & Events


	
	 
	
(For the latest updates on local events, and links to more info about these, always check the DCDP website Calendar.) 

Tuesday, January 8: 

· PVL - A New Era (6:30 PM, Thurgood Marshall Rec Center. 5150 Mark Trail, Dallas) 

· Film Screening: Michael Moore's "SiCKO" (7 PM, Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff, 3839 W. Kiest Blvd., Dallas; Films are free, but a donation is suggested to defray costs.) 

· Democratic Candidates Forum MeetUp with speaker Tom Love, candidate for Congress Dist. 24 (7:30 PM, Don Pablos, intersection of I-20 and Carrier in Grand Prairie; RSVP at this page)

Thursday, January 10: 

· Dallas County Democratic Party Executive Committee Meeting Statutory meeting for drawing ballot positions for contested primary races, and business related to 2008 Senatorial District Conventions. (6:30 PM, Communications Workers of America hall, 1408 N. Washington St., Dallas) 

· Garland Area Democratic Club (7 PM, Garland Women's Activities Building, 713 Austin St. (at Glenbrook), Garland)

Friday, January 11: 

· Demonstration to Shut Down Guantanamo On the sixth anniversary of the first prisoners being brought to Guantánamo (3 to 6 PM, Earle Cabell Federal Building, 1100 Commerce St., Dallas; more info here)
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	Contact Information 
email: roundup@dallasdemocrats.org 

phone: 214-821-8331 

web: http://www.dallasdemocrats.org 




